
Sunday Readings Study for Small Communities
Solemnity of theMost Holy Trinity

Cycle C - June 12, 2022

OPENING PRAYER

Leader: O Lord, our God, how wonderful your name in all the earth!

All: When I behold your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and
the stars which you set in place — What is man that you should be mindful of
him, or the son of man that you should care for him?

Leader: Let us invoke the presence of God:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of
your love. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit have instructed the hearts of the
faithful grant that by the same Spirit we may truly wise and ever enjoy His
consolations.

FIRST READING [ Proverbs 8 (22-31) ]

Thus says the wisdom of God:
"The Lord possessed me, the beginning of his ways, the forerunner of his prodigies of long ago;
from of old I was poured forth, at the first, before the earth.
When there were no depths I was brought forth,when there were no fountains or springs of water;
before the mountains were settled into place, before the hills, I was brought forth; while as yet
the earth and fields were not made, nor the first clods of the world.
"When the Lord established the heavens I was there, when he marked out the vault over the face
of the deep; when he made firm the skies above, when he fixed fast the foundations of the earth;
when he set for the sea its limit, so that the waters should not transgress his command; then was
I beside him as his craftsman, and I was his delight day by day, playing before him all the while,
playing on the surface of his earth; and I found delight in the human race.

Old Testament writers did not know the mystery of the Trinity. That is why they never talk about it. However, the
Old Testament does make many references to the Spirit. That's why it never talks about this. However, it makes
many references to the Spirit, understood as a force of God, as a power or an impulse of God with which he works
in the world, and in the history of men, especially in his people.

Note how the poet presents wisdom as if she were a person - a daughter of God. All the figures the poet uses imply
a religious discovery of the last centuries before Christ.

Long before the beginning of Israel's formation as a people, the Bible insisted that God is only one and has nothing
to do with the numerous gods of the pagans. But now, the believer senses that something is missing in his
knowledge of Yahweh. Well, how can God be a source of life and love if he is locked up in his solitude?

For this reason, in the last books of the Old Testament, it became customary to speak of the Spirit, of Wisdom, and
of the Providence of God as if they were, simultaneously, something of God and something different from him. This
is how it will be at the great revelation with the coming of Christ.

Wisdom was present before everything else, including the creation of the world as presented in the Genesis account.
This tender image of Wisdom, who delights God, was playing in His presence and throughout the earth. Further, it is
close to men, with whom he shares his delight. This same Spirit was applied to Jesus by those who discovered in
Him the Wisdom of the one God who is close to all of us.

(1) What qualities of the Creator, the Son and the Holy Spirit do you find in this reading?
(2) Biblically speaking, what is the difference between Wisdom and knowledge?
(3) Can we give examples of delivery and performance of results in the human race similar to that of Wisdom? Which?
(4) What strikes you the most in this reading?



SECOND READING [ Romans 5 (1-5) ]

Brothers and sisters:
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith to this grace in which we stand, and we
boast in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing
that affliction produces endurance, and endurance, proven character, and proven character,
hope, and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

The 5th chapter of Romans exposes one of the key pieces of Paul's theology: the justified, reconciled and saved man.
Being at peace with God does not mean seeking peace so much as realizing that peace has already been given to us
in Jesus Christ. Peace thus becomes the greatest messianic good. To be at peace with God is to know oneself saved
and with the strength to undertake constructive work.

It is a typical Pauline Trinitarian text and in it we can see some of the most important characteristics of the
presentation of the Trinity that Paul usually emphasizes in his catechesis. The Three of the Trinity ("God" is the
Father in Pauline terminology)"appear to draw all people to salvation".

This is the outstanding feature of Saint Paul's Trinitarian preaching - to speak of the salvific function of the Trinity.
He uses the Trinity to explain the mystery of human salvation without great theoretical concerns, connecting it to
all Christian experience including justification, hope, and the other basic Christian attitudes as they appear in
today's text. Through this text, St. Paul shows us that God is close to all who believe in Him.

(1) What is the source of the love that fills our hearts?
(2) Why does God include us intimately in the divine love that exists in the Trinity?
(3) We often say that Jesus Christ is the Savior. We also associate him with the second person of the Holy Trinity. Does this mean
that Salvation is only a matter of the Son? Why?
(4) Why can we boast and be content in tribulations?

GOSPEL [ John 16 (12-15) ]
Jesus said to his disciples:
"I have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now. But when he
comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will not speak
on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will declare to you the
things that are coming.
He will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it to
you. Everything that the Father has is mine; for this reason I told you that
he will take from what is mine and declare it to you."

Today's Gospel is a fragment of Jesus' farewell speech at the Last Supper. At this point in
John's Gospel, Jesus' time is short. He still has many things to communicate to his disciples. Unable to tell them
everything in the present moment, he speaks of the Spirit of Truth - the Defender, or Paraclete. After his
departure, the Paraclete will make everything that Jesus taught known to them.
He will not tell you different things or referring to other truths not explained by Jesus. The function of the Spirit
will be to illuminate the words of Jesus, the same ones that he said to his disciples. Although Jesus is absent, his
Spirit remains with the disciples, reminding them of his words and clarifying the meaning of his teachings. The Spirit
is therefore, the Teacher who reminds and instructs the disciples and gives them hope for God's future and the
rewards that belong to it.
The Spirit will help to discover the glory of Jesus by revealing everything that Jesus said and did for men. Jesus
glorified the Father by revealing the Father to men (Jn 17:4), the Paraclete glorifies Jesus by revealing him to men.



(1) What things of Church doctrine were not directly revealed by Jesus Christ?

(2) When we believe in things that Jesus Christ did not reveal to us (for example, the doctrine of original sin, his double human and
divine nature, the immaculate conception of Mary, etc.), are we believing in things that we have invented? Why?

(3) Do we Christians of the Third Millennium know everything that needs to be known about God? Are there things that the Spirit of
God has not yet revealed to men after 21 centuries?

(4) Do you think that everything that the Spirit has been revealing to us in all these centuries has been in a peaceful way, or has it
been through discussions and comparison of different points of view?

(5) What does it mean that all dogmas have been the result of discussions?

(6) In what way does the Church increase its knowledge of the mystery of God?

(7) Are all arguments healthy? How can we know if a discussion or debate will lead us to know a little more about the great mystery
of God?

CLOSING PRAYER

Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again we lift
up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.
All: We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy power
that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from You, we give
you thanks.
Leader: Lord hear our prayers (attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

All: In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to bless
our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father ......
Leader: May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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